Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Technical Committee
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 — Cottonwood SWCD Meeting Room, Windom, MN
WebEx by Phone or Computer Connection

Present: Representing: Present: Representing:
Kay Gross Cottonwood County Ashley Brenke Martin SWCD
Becky Buchholz Cottonwood SWCD Dave Bucklin Cottonwood SWCD
Nathan Harder Cottonwood SWCD Laura Quiring Watonwan SWCD
Carrie Schultz Watonwan SWCD Allison Kletscher Brown County
Haley Johnson Blue Earth SWCD Brenda Lageson Freeborn SWCD
Lindsey Cornell Freeborn SWCD Wendy Aarsvold Freeborn SWCD
Mark Schaetzke Waseca SWCD Melanie Krueger Brown SWCD

Dan Bartosh Jackson County Hailey Olson Brown SWCD
Katie Wigen DNR Jill Sackett Eberhart BWSR

Call to Order: GBERBA Technical Committee was called to order by Chair Ashley Brenke at 9:32 a.m.
Introductions

Agenda: Motion by Dave Bucklin, second by Melanie Krueger to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried, all yes.

Minutes: Motion by Kay Gross, second by Dan Bartosh to approve December 20, 2024, Technical Committee Meeting
minutes. Motion carried, all yes.

Election of 2025 Officers (Elected in 2023)
Nomination of Dan Bartosh as Chair.
Motion by Kay Gross, second by Ashley Brenke to cast a unanimous ballot with Dan Bartosh as Chair. Motion carried, all yes.

Nomination of Melanie Krueger as Vice Chair.
Motion by Kay Gross, second by Dave Bucklin to cast a unanimous ballot with Melanie Krueger as Vice Chair. Motion carried,
all yes.

Calendar
Policy Board Member Listing

INFORMATION ACTION:

GBERBA Additional Payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement
(C24-0092)

Brown SWCD WBIF-WW-24 Project Development  Staff Time $1,932.81

Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Dave Bucklin to approve the GBERBA additional payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR
WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) (WBIF-WW-24) for Brown SWCD $1,932.81.
All yes, motion carried.

GBERBA Contract final payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant
Agreement (C24-0092)
Cole Hanson  83-03(WBIF-WW-24)  Septic Incentive Incentive $5,000.00

Motion by Melanie Krueger, second by Ashley Brenke to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share final payments - FY2024 (2.0)
BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Hanson (WBIF-WW-24-83-03).
All yes, motion carried.

GBERBA Contract Final Payment — FY2024 BWSR Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Pilot Program
Grant Agreement (P24-0714)
Bradley Oeltjenbruns  CRP-24-17-02 CRP Incentive — 38.53 ac — $25/yr 10 yr contract Incentive $9,632.50

Motion by Dave Bucklin, second by Hailey Olson to approve final payments FY2024 BWSR Conservation Reserve Program
State Incentive Pilot Program Grant Agreement (P24-0714) Bradley Oeltjenbruns (CRP-24-17-02) CRP Incentive $9,632.50.
All yes, motion carried.
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GBERBA Contract Final Payment - FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program Agreement
(P25-0457)
Sherri Severson CRP-25-WW-17-01 CRP Incentive — 74.93 ac — CP23 (Priority B)  Incentive $20,868.01

Motion by Hailey Olson, second by Brenda Lageson to approve final contract payment FY25 Conservation Reserve
Program State Incentive Grant Program Agreement (P25-0457) Sherri Severson (CRP-25-WW-17-01) CRP Incentive
($20,868.01).

All yes, motion carried.

Review GBERBA Cost-Share Grant Balances
Financial Report

MN Ag Water Quality Certification Program

Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #41
Grant ends December 31, 2024 — Final BWSR payment is $22,143.65

Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #45
Nothing to report.

BWSR - CRP State Incentive Pilot Program Grant #44 — Watonwan Watershed - $30,000
All encumbered

FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program — Grant #46
On hold for new Farm Bill.

CWEF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43
Work continues with MSU and Soil Health Education Program.

1W1P Le Sueur River Planning/Implementation — Mark Schaetzke
$430,000 paid out and $200,000 encumbered for projects and administration.

Blue Earth River Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant — Ashley Brenke
Policy Meeting will be held on January 27t%, and Advisory Committee Meeting February 3.

Coordinator Report: Dave Bucklin and Kay Gross
% MN Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program
Update on progress made in areas 5 and 6 — See Certification Specialist Reports.

% Watonwan River Watershed - Implementation Grants
WBIF(21) as of December 31, 2024, we have paid for $652,573.45 with reimbursement of $22,143.65 coming.

Breakdown: Category Funding Allotted Unspent Paid
Administration $138,559.44 ($29,078.36) $167,637.80
BMPs $502,792.17 $76,175.39 $426,616.78
Tech/Eng. $362.70 $0.00 $362.70
Project Dev. $14,762.69 ($1,763.22) $16,525.91
Inventory/Map. $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Planning/Asses.$29,000 $96.64 $28,903.36
Education/Infor. $15,000 $2,473.10 $12,526.90
TOTAL $700,477 $47,903.55 $652,573.45

(7%) (93%)
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WBIF(24) as of December 31, 2024, we have encumbered or paid for $315,944.13, with $820,534.87 remaining.

Breakdown: Category Funding Allotted Remaining Encumbered Paid
Administration $120,000 $106,200.64 $13,799.36
BMPs $911,479 $614,735.50 $131,072.50 $165,671.00
Tech/Eng. $20,000 $20,000 $0
Project Dev. $65,000 $59,598.73 $5,401.27
Planning/Asses.$10,000 $10,000 $0
Education/Infor. $10,000 $10,000 $0
TOTAL $1,136,479 $820,534.87  $131,072.50 $184,871.63
(72%) (28%)

Y% Le Sueur River Watershed Implementation Grant — Greg Huber

Le Sueur River Watershed will be holding our quarterly Policy Advisory Committee meeting that morning. Ours is scheduled
from 9-11 am in Mankato. | see a lot of contacts on this list will also be present for our meeting. | realize we are a small part
of GBERBA and | don’t know how the rest of the members would feel about having 2 policy meetings the same day but |
wanted to bring it to your attention.

¥ Blue Earth Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant — Nathan Carr

Blue Earth River watershed is still progressing forward quite quickly. The steering team has met the last two months about
priority areas and our comprehensive priority map. Also being discussed is the action tables for our projects/ practices,
education/ outreach, and data gaps. We have a Advisory committee meeting on February 3 to continue discussions about
the action table.

MCIT will be joining the next policy committee meeting on January 27t to discuss options for the organization structure of the
group moving forward.

Y BWSR Soil Health Grant

Kim Musser, Herman Bartsch and Nathan Harder continue to work on the Soil Health Implementation Grant education
project. There will be an in person GBERBA Soil Health grant meeting in Mankato a the Blue Earth SWCD Meeting Room
Wednesday, March 5 starting at 10:00 a.m.

¢ BWSR — CRP State Incentive Pilot Program and FY25 CRP State Incentive Grant Program — Watonwan Watershed
We are on hold until a new Farm Bill is approved.

Staff Report:

Area 6 Certification Specialist — Herman Bartsch — Written Report
Area 5 Certification Specialist — Danielle Evers — Written Report
Conservation Corp Member — Adriene Matthews -Written Report

Agency Reports:

BWSR — Jill Sackett Eberhart — Elink reporting is on-going. Clean Water Competitive Grants RFP Work Plans need to be
completed and submitted. RCPP upcoming meetings are very important, so either do in person or it will be recorded. Need
to answer the survey within two weeks.

DNR — Katie Wigen — No updates at this time.

MPCA - Paul Davis — Not in Attendance.

MSU-WRC — Kim Musser — Not in Attendance.

10:30 a.m.

TRAINING

Earned Safe and Sick Leave Presentation Erin Benson & Lauren Kingsbeck, Ratwik, Roszak & Maloney, P.A.
A brief overview of ESST and changes that happened effective January 1, 2025.

The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:04 a.m. by Technical Committee Chair Dan Bartosh.

Upcoming Meetings

Policy Board Meeting Friday, January 24, 2025 1:00 p.m.

Executive Board Meeting Friday, February 14, 2025 1:00 p.m.
Technical Committee Meeting Wednesday, February 26, 2025 9:30 a.m.




