
Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Technical Committee 
Wednesday, October 29, 2025 – Cottonwood SWCD Meeting Room, Windom, MN 

WebEx by Phone or Computer Connection 
 
Present:  Representing:    Present:  Representing:   
Dan Bartosh  Jackson County Becky Buchholz  Cottonwood County  
Carrie Schultz  Watonwan SWCD Nathan Harder  Cottonwood SWCD   
Ashley Brenke  Martin SWCD Hailey Olson  Brown SWCD   
Haley Johnson  Blue Earth SWCD Scott Salsbury  Blue Earth County 
Paul Davis  MPCA  Alison Kletscher  Brown County 
Jeremy Maul  BWSR  Katie Wigen  DNR 
Nathan Carr  Faribault SWCD 
  
Call to Order: GBERBA Technical Committee was called to order by Chair Dan Bartosh at 9:33 a.m. 
Introductions  

 
Agenda: Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Ashley Brenke to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried, all yes. 
 
Minutes: Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Carrie Schultz to approve September 17, 2025, Technical Committee 
Meeting minutes.  Motion carried, all yes. 
 
INFORMATION ACTION: 
GBERBA Final Payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-
0092) 
I & S Group Inc.      (WBIF-WW-24) Drainage Mgmt Plan – Watonwan-Blue Earth JD 7 Payment $1,047.50 
Cottonwood SWCD (WBIF-WW-24-17) Education/Information – Radio Advertising – September Payment $576.00 
Brown SWCD      (WBIF-WW-24-08) Project Development – Staff – 22 hrs.   Payment $1,091.04 
Blue Earth SWCD  (WBIF-WW-24-07) Education/Information – Radio Advertising - September Payment $792.00 
 
Motion by Carrie Schultz, second by Nathan Harder to approve the GBERBA payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-
Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) I&S Group Inc (WBIF-WW-24) Drainage Management 
Plan ($1,047.50); Cottonwood SWCD (WBIF-WW-24) Education/Information ($576.00); Brown SWCD (WBIF-WW-24) 
Project Development ($1,091.04); Blue Earth SWCD (WBIF-WW-24) Education/Information ($792.00). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
GBERBA Cost-Share Contract Amendment - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant 
Agreement (C24-0092) 
Bruce & Lisa Turner (WBIF-WW-24-17-20) Grade Stabilization additional 150 ft WW #2  Increased Cost $8,610.00 
        Increased C-S $7,318.50 New Total C-S $21,659.70 New Total Cost $24,482.00 
 
Motion by Carrie Schultz, second by Nathan Harder to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share contract amendment – FY2024 
(2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Turner (WBIF-WW-24-17-20) 
amendment to increase the authorized cost-share $7,318.50 to $21,659.70.  
All yes, motion carried.  
 
GBERBA Cost-Share Contract Final Payment - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation 
Grant Agreement (C24-0092) 
Kyle Bloomgren      (WBIF-WW-24-83-09)  Well Decommissioning – 1 no.  Cost $2,500.00 C-S $1,000.000 
 
Motion by Carrie Schultz, second by Ashley Brenke to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share contract final payment - FY2024 
(2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Blomgren (WBIF-WW-24-83-09) 
Well Sealing ($1,000.00). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
Review GBERBA Grant Balances and Financial Report 
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November Policy Board and Technical Committee Meeting 
Working on the November Policy-Technical Meeting.  With the federal shutdown, we are unable to contact the Mankato 
Armory, so we are working on other locations.  Right now we have an inquiry into the South Central Service Cooperative in 
North Mankato. It is looking like we will be at the Courtyard by Marriott in Mankato for the November meetings. Presentations 
at the meeting will be given by Region Nine Development Commission and Great River Greening.  Looking at a Soil Health 
update – any other suggestions would be welcome. 
 
Letter of Support 
Executive Committee approved the Letter of Support for the Region Nine Development Commission grant proposal titled 
Strengthen Southern Minnesota Resilience in Response to Extreme Weather Events. 
 
MN Ag Water Quality Certification Program 
Continued work on landowner certifications.  MDA will be contacting us on a new two-year contract. 
 
 Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #45 
 Looking toward WBIF 3.0 request starting in November - January – Due by April 30 with Work Plan.  Completed the Work 
Plan Revision and moving of funds for the Shoreland project.  Education efforts are underway with radio ads ongoing for six 
weeks and a follow-up newspaper ad, stand up banners for each office and tumblers for landowners completing projects 
Clean Water Legacy funds. 
 
FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program – Grant #46 

CCRP is closed and no new offers can be submitted to FSA. Grant ends December 31, 2026.  
 
CWF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43 
Inquiry into BWSR to see if we can revise our workplan to extend out soil health education efforts in conjunction with 
GBERBA discretionary funding. 
 
1W1P Le Sueur River Planning/Implementation – Becky Buchholz (via Jill’s update) 
Working through to get 2.0 WBIF work plan and policies.  Quarterly Policy Advisory meeting Friday, October 24.  Almost 
halfway for their 1.0 grant in expenditures. 
 
Blue Earth River Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant – Nathan Carr & Ashley Brenke 
The group went through the public comments that were received at their last meeting, public comments were approved and 
HEI is working on incorporating them into the plan. Should get updated plan out shortly, resolutions to go out to SWCD and 
county boards to staff this week. Public Hearing is November 17th, resolutions can be approved November 18th or later. 
Using contingency funding for BEAST. 
 
Fairmont will not be requesting membership at this time. 
 
GBERBA Executive Board tabled decision on approving the Blue Earth Watershed Group request for GBERBA acting as the 
fiscal agent for the September Policy Board Meeting. 
 
Coordinator Report: Kay Gross and Becky Buchholz 
 MN Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program  
Update on progress made in areas 5 and 6 – See Certification Specialist and Conservation Corps staff Reports. 
        
 Watonwan River Watershed - Implementation Grants 
WBIF(24) as of 10-17-2025, we have encumbered or paid for $459,124.94, with $594,284.61 remaining.  

Breakdown: Category Funding Allotted Remaining Encumbered  Paid 
   Administration $120,000  $65,656.40          $54,343.60 

BMPs  $911,479  $452,354.06 $169,217.24             $289,907.70
 Tech/Eng. $15,000  $7,804.50               $7,195.50 

   Project Dev. $65,000  $53,211.65          $11,788.25  
   Planning/Asses. $9,000   $0.00  $1,047.50        $7,952.50 
   Education/Infor. $16,000  $15,258.00                $742.00 
    TOTAL $1,136,479            $594,284.61 $170,264.74      $371,929.65 
 
        (52%)                      (48%) 
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 Le Sueur River Watershed Implementation Grant – Mark Schaetzke 
FY24 WBIF grant is approximately ½ spent, ¼ encumbered, and ¼ left to encumber and spend with a deadline of end of 
2026.  LS partners submitted a budget request for our second WBIF for $1,364,269 in the end of September.  Majority of 
activities and budget amounts were similar to the first WBIF grant with some changes based on what was used in the first 
grant and planned implementation in years 3 & 4.  Staff are considering changes to the cost share policy.  Staff are meeting 
monthly, and the policy committee is meeting quarterly and that timing seems to meet our needs.   
 
 Blue Earth Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant – Nathan Carr 
The Blue Earth Watershed just finished its formal 60-day review by state agencies and received good comments from the 
partners. The Steering team met on October 6th to discuss the comments and what we need to do to keep the process 
moving forward. We have a policy meeting on October 20th with a tentative date of November 17th for the public hearing. 
  
 CWF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43 
Herman, Nathan and WRC are working hard to get signs place for area producers and QR codes assigned. 
 
 BWSR – FY25 CRP State Incentive Grant Program – Watonwan Watershed #46 
CRP done for 2025.  One incentive offer was received and subcommittee voted to move forward with offer.  2026 will be last 
year for this grant. 
 
Staff Report: 
Area 6 Certification Specialist – Herman Bartsch – Written Report 
Area 5 Certification Specialist – Danielle Evers – Written Report 
Conservation Corp Member – Adriene Matthews -Written Report 
 
Agency Reports: 
BWSR – Jeremy Maul – Clean Water Fund Projects and Practice, Drinking Water Practice competitive applications, didn’t 
have a funding round this year. About $6 mil allocated for this biennium (half targeted for Drinking Water), likely open RFP 
mid-February 2026. BWSR Board meeting approved manure management and storage grant ($800,000) will have 
competitive RFP Nov 15-Dec 15-ish.  
DNR – Katie Wigen – Had to leave early, nothing to report.  
MPCA - Paul Davis – In attendance – Offered support for planning with data or mapping if needed for things.  
MSU-WRC – Kim Musser – Not in attendance 
 
The meeting was declared adjourned at 10:17 a.m. by Technical Committee Chair Dan Bartosh. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
Policy Board – Technical Committee Meeting  Friday, November 14, 2025    9:30 a.m.  
Technical Committee Meeting    Friday, December 19, 2025    9:30 a.m.  
Executive Board Meeting    Friday, December 19, 2025    1:00 p.m. 
 


