
Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Technical Committee 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025 – Cottonwood SWCD Meeting Room, Windom, MN 

WebEx by Phone or Computer Connection 
 
Present:  Representing:    Present:  Representing:   
Kay Gross  Cottonwood County Ashley Brenke  Martin SWCD 
Becky Buchholz  Cottonwood SWCD Dave Bucklin  Cottonwood SWCD 
Jacob Dearborn  Watonwan SWCD Carrie Schultz  Watonwan SWCD 
Allison Kletscher Brown County Jake Fritz  Blue Earth SWCD 
Brenda Lageson Freeborn SWCD Jesse Walters  Martin SWCD 
Melanie Krueger Brown SWCD Dan Bartosh  Jackson County  
Hailey Olson  Brown SWCD Jill Sackett Eberhart BWSR 
Paul Davis  MPCA  Kent Bargfrede  Jackson County Commissioner 
   
  
Call to Order: GBERBA Technical Committee was called to order by Chair Dan Bartosh at 9:32 a.m. 
Introductions  

 
Agenda:  Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Jake Fritz to approve the agenda with the additional presentation on WBIF 
Assurances (and other). Motion carried, all yes. 
 
Minutes: Motion by Melanie Krueger, second by Becky Buchholz to approve January 22, 2025, Technical Committee 
Meeting minutes.  Motion carried, all yes. 
 
INFORMATION ACTION: 
GBERBA Contract Approval - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement 
(C24-0092) 
Joey Zezulka  46-03(WBIF-WW-24)  Well Decommissioning  Cost $3,750.00  C-S $1,000.00 
Gary Roberts Estate 07-07(WBIF-WW-24)  Well Decommissioning  Cost $2,365.00   C- S $1,000.00 
Loren Ibeling  17-13(WBIF-WW-24)  Grass Waterway  Cost $17,565.00 C-S $14,930.25 
 
Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Jake Fritz to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share contract - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-
Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Zezulka (WBIF-WW-24-46-03) Well Decommissioning 
($1,000.00); Roberts Estate (WBIF-WW-24-07-07) Well Decommissioning ($1,000.00) and Ibeling (WBIF-WW-24-17-13) 
Grass Waterway ($14,930.25). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
GBERBA Additional Payment - FY2023 BWSR CWF – Soil Health Grant – GBERBA Soil Health Implementation Grant 
Agreement (C22-6072) 
Cottonwood SWCD CWF-SH-22  Landowner Soil Health Mtg   Cost $266.00 
 
Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Hailey Olson  to approve the GBERBA additional payment - FY2023 BWSR CWF – Soil 
Health Grants – GBERBA Soil Health Implementation Grant Agreement (C22-6072) (CWF-SH-22) Cottonwood SWCD 
(Landowner Meeting) $266.00. 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
GBERBA Contract final payment - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement 
(C24-0092) 
Dylan Kallenmeyn 46-02(WBIF-WW-24) Septic Incentive    Incentive $5,000.00 
 
Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Ashley Brenke to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share final payment - FY2024 (2.0) 
BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Kallenmeyn (WBIF-WW-24-46-02) Septic 
Incentive ($5,000.00). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
GBERBA Contract Approval - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement 
(C24-0092) 
Blake Meschke  Discussion on $50,000 cap limit Grade Stabilization/Emergency Overflow and Riprap 
 
Discussion… 
Background, working for several years with this landowner on this project.  The plan was to approve and construct this year, 
did not get ranked and scored through EQIP.  High priority area.  Large watershed, multiple landowners all land drains to this 
vantage point.  Black Meschke will be the point of contact for the project. Massive amount of dirt work and earthwork to be 
completed.  Distance to river 2,500 feet.  Total project cost $95,355.00.  Large pollution reduction numbers, cost-benefit ratio 
calculated for soil loss, phosphorous and nitrogen (others). 
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GBERBA Contract Approval - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement 
(C24-0092) 
Brown SWCD  Shoreline Projects (3) cap limit Shoreline projects 
 
Discussion… 
Lake Hanska Association meeting which has increased landowner interest.  Three projects have been brought forward. 
Wellman Shoreline Project – riprap and native seeding buffer – TSA cost estimate $22,430. 
Grunert Shoreline Project – riprap and native seeding buffer – TSA cost estimate $42,415 (increase max cost) 
Albin Township Project – public access – riprap, coir logs, native seedings – TSA cost-estimate (Riprap) $29,740 
              TSA cost-estimate (Coir log) $27,642 
Pollution reductions completed for all three projects.  DNR has been involved in each of the projects and meeting on site. 
Association discussed signage and keeping public off unestablished project components. 
 
Form a sub-committee on the project maximums throughout all categories to bring back some consensus to Technical 
Committee and prospective proposals to Policy/Executive Board.  Volunteers Jake, Hailey, Ashley, Becky, (Jackson SWCD), 
Carrie (Watonwan SWCD). 
 
Review GBERBA Cost-Share Grant Balances 
Financial Report 
 
MN Ag Water Quality Certification Program 
 
 Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #45 

MS4Front – HEI – WATONWAN WATERSHED 
  INFORMATION NEEDED FROM EACH DISTRICT/COUNTY 
  (We have not requested – 2023 and 2024 information until now) 
  2021- Blue Earth and Jackson Counties/SWCDs – No Information Provided 
  2022 – Blue Earth, Brown and Jackson Counties/SWCDs – No Information Provided (Martin Limited) 
  2023 – Blue Earth, Brown, Jackson, Martin (Limited), Watonwan 
  2024 – Blue Earth, Brown, Jackson, Martin, Watonwan 
   Conservation Practice using Local Funds 
   Including Well Sealings, SSTS, Soil Health Practices, Other 
     Structural Practices 
  Education and Outreach – Activities can meet multiple goals – So Select All that apply 
 
Well Decommissioning Policy for Life Expectancy 
Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Becky Buchholz to change the life expectancy to match the NRCS FOTG expected life 
span to 20 years from perpetual. Request to Policy Board for policy change in grant 45. 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
BWSR FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program – Grant #46 

On hold for new Farm Bill. 
 
CWF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43 
Technical staff Soil Health Meeting on Wednesday, March 5, 10:00 a.m. at the Blue Earth SWCD Meeting Room, Mankato. 
 
1W1P Le Sueur River Planning/Implementation – Mark Schaetzke 
$430,000 paid out and $200,000 encumbered for projects and administration. 
 
Blue Earth River Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant – Ashley Brenke 
Policy Meeting will be held on January 27th, and Advisory Committee Meeting February 3.  Blue Earth Meets March 3 
Steering and Policy  is March 17 
 
WBIF Assurances – Midpoint Assessments and Amendments – Jill Sackett Eberhart 
Presentation 
 
Coordinator Report: Dave Bucklin and Kay Gross 
 MN Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program  
Update on progress made in areas 5 and 6 – See Certification Specialist Reports. 
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 Watonwan River Watershed - Implementation Grants 
WBIF(24) as of February 14, we have encumbered or paid for $320,828.71, with $815,650.29 remaining.  

Breakdown: Category Funding Allotted Remaining Encumbered  Paid 
   Administration $120,000  $101,316.06          $18,683.94 

BMPs  $911,479  $597,805.25 $143,002.75             $170,671.00 
   Tech/Eng. $20,000  $20,000          $0 
   Project Dev. $65,000  $59,598.73          $5,401.27  
   Planning/Asses. $10,000  $10,000          $0 
   Education/Infor. $10,000  $9,834.00                $166 
     TOTAL $1,136,479 $798,554.04 $143,002.75       $194,922.21 
         (70%)          (30%) 
  
 Le Sueur River Watershed Implementation Grant – Greg Huber 
Le Sueur River Watershed held their latest Policy Advisory Committee on January 24 with the introduction of new members, 
grant status update, election of officers and other Committee business. 
 
 Blue Earth Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant – Nathan Carr 
Blue Earth River watershed is still progressing forward quite quickly. The steering team has met the last two months about 
priority areas and our comprehensive priority map. Also being discussed is the action tables for our projects/ practices, 
education/ outreach, and data gaps. Advisory committee meet on February 3rd to continue discussions about the action table.  
 
MCIT presented at the policy committee meeting on January 27th to discuss options for the organization structure of the 
group moving forward.  
 
 BWSR Soil Health Grant (43) 
Kim Musser, Herman Bartsch and Nathan Harder continue to work on the Soil Health Implementation Grant education 
project.  There will be an in-person GBERBA Soil Health grant meeting in Mankato at the Blue Earth SWCD Meeting Room 
on Wednesday, March 5 starting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Kim, Herman, Nathan and Kay met to discuss the timeline moving forward in 2025. 
 
 BWSR – FY25 CRP State Incentive Grant Program – Watonwan Watershed (46) 
Awaiting news on the Conservation Reserve Program. 
 
Staff Report: 
Area 6 Certification Specialist – Herman Bartsch – Written Report 
Area 5 Certification Specialist – Danielle Evers – Written Report 
Conservation Corp Member – Adriene Matthews -Written Report 
 
Agency Reports: 
BWSR – Jill Sackett Eberhart -  
 
DNR – Katie Wigen – Not in Attendance 
 
MPCA - Paul Davis – LeSueur TMDL and WRAPS will start public notice March 3rd. I'll be in contact with Watonwan 
watershed counties soon about a survey and meeting. 
 
MSU-WRC – Kim Musser – Not in Attendance. 
 
The meeting was declared adjourned at 12:26 p.m. by Technical Committee Chair Dan Bartosh. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
Policy Board Meeting    Friday, March 14, 2025   1:00 p.m. 
Executive Board Meeting   Friday, April 11, 2025   1:00 p.m. 
Technical Committee Meeting   Wednesday, March 26, 2025  9:30 a.m. 
 


