Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Technical Committee
Wednesday, May 28, 2025 — Blue Earth SWCD Meeting Room, Mankato, MN
WebEx by Phone or Computer Connection

Present: Representing: Present: Representing:
Kay Gross Cottonwood County Dan Bartosh Jackson County
Breanna Wagner Cottonwood SWCD Carrie Schultz Watonwan SWCD
Rachel Wehner Freeborn SWCD Nathan Carr Faribault SWCD
Allison Kletscher Brown County Ashley Brenke Martin SWCD
Hailey Olson Brown SWCD Melanie Krueger Brown SWCD
Haley Johnson Blue Earth SWCD Laura Quiring Watonwan SWCD
Jill Sackett Eberhart BWSR Katie Wigen DNR

Paul Davis MPCA

Call to Order: GBERBA Technical Committee was called to order by Chair Dan Bartosh at 9:34 a.m.
Introductions

Agenda: Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Nathan Carr to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried, all yes.

Minutes: Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Carrie Schultz to approve April 23, 2025, Technical Committee Meeting
minutes. Motion carried, all yes.

INFORMATION ACTION:

Category Funding Move - GBERBA - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant
Agreement (C24-0092)

Motion by Carrie Schultz, second by Kay Gross to approve request the Policy Board for a Category Funding Move in the
GBERBA (C24-0092) - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #45 with $2,550 moving
from Urban Practices ($7,450 new total) to Forestry ($10,000 new total).

All yes, motion carried.

GBERBA Contract Approval - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement

(C24-0092)

Grover Family Farm 07-08(WBIF-WW-24)  Grass Waterway Cost $31,603.00 C-S $26,862.00

Kathy Wellman 08-03(WBIF-WW-24)  Streambank/Shoreline Cost $22,430.00 C-S $19,065.50

James Traetow 46-04(WBIF-WW-24)  Grass Waterway Cost $31,450.00 C-S $26,732.50

Butterfield Thresherman’s 83-07(WBIF-WW-24)  Tree/Shrub Planting Cost $13,495.00 C-S $10,000.00
Association

Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Melanie Krueger to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share contracts - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR
WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Grover Family Farm (WBIF-WW-24-07-08) Grass
Waterway ($26,862.00); Wellman (WBIF-WW-24-08-03) Streambank/Shoreline Protection ($19,065.50); Traetow (WBIF-
WW-24-46-04) Grass Waterway ($26,732.50 and Butterfield Thresherman’s Association (WBIF-WW-24-83-07) Tree/Shrub
Establishment ($10,000.00).

All yes, motion carried.

GBERBA Payment Approval - General Funds
Cottonwood SWCD Soil Health Website Domain — 3 yr Contract $378.00

Motion by Melanie Krueger, second by Carrie Schultz to approve the for GBERBA General Fund approval for Cottonwood
SWCD Soil Health Website Domain ($378.00).
All yes, motion carried.
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GBERBA Project Approval and Payment - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant
Agreement (C24-0092)

Blue Earth SWCD WBIF-WW-24 Staff Time — 90.5 hrs  Technical Assistance Cost $5,194.94
Houston Engineering  WBIF-WW-24 MS4Front Sub. 2025  Administration Cost $6,000.00

Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Carrie Schultz for project approval and payment FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan
Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Blue Earth SWCD (WBIF-WW-24) Staff Time (Technical
Assistance) ($5,194.94) and Houston Engineering (WBIF-WW-24) MS4Front Subscription 2025 ($6,000.00).

All yes, motion carried.

GBERBA Project Approval - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-

0092)
Watonwan Co Drainage WBIF-WW-24 Multipurpose Drainage Mgmt Plan
Authority Watonwan-Blue Earth County JD 7 Cost $9,000.00

Motion by Carrie Schultz, second by Melanie Krueger for project approval and payment FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-
Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Watonwan Co Drainage Authority (WBIF-WW-24)
Multipurpose Drainage Mgmt Plan ($9,000.00).

All yes, motion carried.

GBERBA Contract Final Payment - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant
Agreement (C24-0092)
Joey Zezulka  46-03(WBIF-WW-24)  Well Decommissioning Cost $2,300.00 C-S $1,000.00

Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Haley Johnson to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share contract - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR
WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Zezulka (WBIF-WW-24-46-03) Well
Decommissioning ($1,000.00).

All yes, motion carried.

Review GBERBA Cost-Share Grant Balances
Financial Report

MN Ag Water Quality Certification Program
Herman and Danielle have been working with Conservation Corps member Adriene Matthews in providing training on
completing worksheet and certification and also on educational activities.

Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #45
Funding Move by Category — Request to Policy Board

BWSR FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program — Grant #46
Short window on a CRP sign-up May 12 — June 6, 2025.

MDH Groundwater Grant #42 — Use of Rainfall Simulator/Soil Tunnel — Discussion
Consensus is to allow be used throughout Area 6 with preference to GBERBA members going forward.

Work Plan Revision Request - CWF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43 — Going to Policy on Friday
Motion completed in April to move project funding to Cover Crops

Education Funds — Discussion

1W1P Le Sueur River Planning/Implementation — Jill Sackett Eberhart
Technical Team met in May and discussed the FY26 WBIF 2.0 funding. Policy/Advisory will be meeting in July and will
recommend the submission for the next round of funding.

Blue Earth River Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant — Ashley Brenke, Nathan Carr

At the May Policy meeting the group approved to allow GBERBA as the fiscal agent for the Blue Earth Watershed. Internal
document review comments are due June 12t. Advisory Committee meeting is on June 16. Staff meeting coming up in
June.
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Coordinator Report: Kay Gross, Becky Buchholz and Dave Bucklin

¢ MN Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program

Update on progress made in areas 5 and 6 — See Certification Specialist and Conservation Corps staff Reports.
After some navigating we have Conservation Corps member Adriene Matthews back on the job!!!

% Watonwan River Watershed - Implementation Grants
WBIF(24) as of May 30, we have encumbered or paid for $445,270.94, with $633,070.06 remaining.

Breakdown: Cateqory Funding Allotted Remaining Encumbered Paid
Administration $120,000 $82,132.17 $37,867.83
BMPs $911,479 $466,208.06 $264,599.94 $180,671.00
Tech/Eng. $20,000 $14,805.06 $5,194.94
Project Dev. $65,000 $59,090.77 $5,909.23
Planning/Asses.$10,000 $1,000.00 $9,000.00 $0
Education/Infor. $10,000 $9,834.00 $166.00

TOTAL $1,136,479 $633,070.06 $273,599.94 $229,809.00
(56%) (44%)

% Le Sueur River Watershed Implementation Grant — Mark Schaetzke
Joint Powers Collaboration and meet quarterly — April 25 in the City of Blue Earth. Discussion on WBIF 2.0 work plan draft
by staff.

% Blue Earth Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant — Ashley Brenke and Nathan Carr

Reviewing plan content. The Steering Team meeting will be on May 5t and Policy on May 19t,

GBERBA was requested to be present at the April 7" Policy Committee Meeting in Blue Earth (Steering Committee Meeting
to follow). Kay and Becky attended the Policy Committee meeting and brought information packets for the members.
Answered questions for the Committee and am updating a list of responsibilities for Ashley and Nathan.

We have been notified that the Blue Earth Watershed Policy Committee has approve GBERBA as their fiscal entity. Work
will be started on this process with the GBERBA Policy Boad.

v BWSR Soil Health Grant (43)

Kim Musser, Herman Bartsch and Nathan Harder continue to work on the Soil Health Implementation Grant education
project and conducted a meeting with GBERBA soil health staff. In moving forward in what ways can we continue the
updating and positive work started with the soil health grant. Would we be able to use GBERBA discretionary funding to
continue the yearly updates to keep the website active and viable. The estimated cost would be $10,000 to $12,000 per
year.

GBERBA Policy Board approved the sharing of information with the Soil Health Coalition, in linking websites and sharing
videos, but would like to have a stand alone Soil Health website. Website domain is being set up.

% BWSR - FY25 CRP State Incentive Grant Program — Watonwan Watershed (46)
Awaiting news on the Conservation Reserve Program.

Staff Report:

Area 6 Certification Specialist — Herman Bartsch — Written Report
Area 5 Certification Specialist — Danielle Evers — Written Report
Conservation Corp Member — Adriene Matthews -Written Report

Agency Reports:

BWSR - Jill Sackett Eberhart — Grants Administration Manual will have a major upgrade this year. Grant agreements and
amendments are changing. Plan on doing external trainings — which will be held in August and September and one BWSR
Academy Session in October. MN Legislative Session — land and legacy did go through (tentatively). WBIF grants should be
about the same amount of funds — competitively the funds were reduced so could only go out once every two years. BWSR
will not be able to approve the FY26 budget request. RCPP need to have your policy and ranking approved before you can
move forward. Next RCPP meeting will be on June 17.

DNR — Katie Wigen — No Report

MPCA - Paul Davis — Le Sueur WRAPS has been completed and is online. Le Sueur TMDL has been approved by the EPA.
Watonwan monitoring was interrupted in 2024, so there will be collections this year. Will be contacting the offices in the
Watonwan watershed. Two 319s with EPA funding, things have changed, but hoping grants will move forward. Prevailing
wage discussion.
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MSU-WRC - Kim Musser — Not in Attendance.

The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:45 p.m. by Technical Committee Chair Dan Bartosh.

Upcoming Meetings

Executive Board Meeting Friday, June 13, 2025 1:00 p.m.
Technical Committee Meeting Wednesday, June 25, 2025 9:30 a.m.
Policy Board Meeting Friday, May 30, 2025 1:00 p.m.




