
Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Technical Committee 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025 – Cottonwood SWCD Meeting Room, Windom, MN 

WebEx by Phone or Computer Connection 
 
Present:  Representing:    Present:  Representing:   
Kay Gross  Cottonwood County Dan Bartosh  Jackson County 
Becky Buchholz  Cottonwood SWCD Carrie Schultz  Watonwan SWCD  
Nathan Harder  Cottonwood SWCD Melanie Krueger Brown SWCD  
Ashley Brenke  Martin SWCD Laura Quiring  Watonwan SWCD 
Hailey Olson  Brown SWCD Lindsey Cornell  Freeborn SWCD  
Haley Johnson  Blue Earth SWCD Jesse Terry  Guest 
Paul Davis  MPCA   
Don Bajumpaa  BWSR 
Lisa Callahan, Sam Sharp and Sabri Fair – Region Nine Development Commission 
 
  
Call to Order: GBERBA Technical Committee was called to order by Chair Dan Bartosh at 9:35 a.m. 
Introductions  

 
Agenda: Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Melanie Krueger to approve the agenda with the addition of the Brown 
Shoreline Project. Motion carried, all yes. 
 
Minutes: Motion by Kay Gross, second by Carrie Schultz to approve August 20, 2025, Technical Committee Meeting 
minutes.  Motion carried, all yes. 
 
INFORMATION ACTION: 
GBERBA Contract Approval - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement 
(C24-0092) 
Brittany & Vincent 17-21(WBIF-WW-24) SSTS  – 1 no.                    Incentive  $5,000.00 
   Johnson 
 
Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Ashley Brenke  to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share contract - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR 
WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Johnson (WBIF-WW-24-17-21) SSTS Incentive 
($5,000.00). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
GBERBA Contract Approval - FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program Agreement (P25-

0457) 

Wesley Kroeker    CRP-25-17-05 CRP Incentive – 5.17 ac – CP21 (Priority B) 10 yrs Incentive $2,357.52 
 
Motion by Kay Gross, second by Ashley Brenke to approve contract FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive 

Grant Program Agreement (P25-0457) Wesley Kroeker (CRP-25-17-05) CRP Incentive ($2,357.52). 

All yes, motion carried. 
 
GBERBA Final Payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-
0092) 
I & S Group Inc.      (WBIF-WW-24) Drainage Mgmt Plan – Watonwan-Blue Earth JD 7 Payment $2,602.50 
 
Motion by Carrie Schultz, second by Haley Johnson to approve the GBERBA payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-
Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) I&S Group Inc (WBIF-WW-24) Drainage Management 
Plan ($2,602.50). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
GBERBA Final Payment - FY2023 BWSR CWF – Soil Health Grant – GBERBA Soil Health Implementation Grant 
Agreement (C22-6072) 
Cottonwood SWCD  (CWF-SH-22) Soil Health Workshop-Field Day Speaker   Payment $2,564.85 
 
Motion by Melanie Krueger, second by Carrie Schultz to approve the GBERBA contract payment - FY2023 BWSR CWF – 
Soil Health Grants – GBERBA Soil Health Implementation Grant Agreement (C22-6072) Cottonwood SWCD (CWF-SH-22) 
Soil Health Workshop-Field Day Speaker (CWF-SH-22)  ($2,564.85). 
All yes, motion carried. 
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GBERBA Cost-Share Contract Final Payment - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation 
Grant Agreement (C24-0092) 
Mark Peschges   17-19(WBIF-WW-24) SSTS – 1 no.          Incentive $5,000.00 
Wayne Klassen   17-14(WBIF-WW-24) SSTS – 1 no.          Incentive $5,000.00 
Anthony Kaiser  83-08(WBIF-WW-24) Well Decommissioning – 1 no.     Cost $995.00  C-S $497.50 
 
Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Becky Buchholz to approve the GBERBA Cost-Share contract final payments - FY2024 
(2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Peschges (WBIF-WW-24-17-19) 
SSTS ($5,000.00); Klassen (WBIF-WW-24-17-14) SSTS ($5,000.00) and Kaiser (WBIF-WW-24-83-08) Well 
Decommissioning ($497.50). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
Review GBERBA Grant Balances and Financial Report 
 
MN Ag Water Quality Certification Program 
Herman and Danielle are focusing on helping producers apply for the MDA Equipment grants, looking like there will be ample 
applications. 
 
 Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #45 

WBIF 2.0 – Grant 45 
Don Bajumpaa presentation on the Watonwan PRAP. 

Education Efforts – Radio and Newpaper Ads and Watonwan Banners 
Looking toward WBIF 3.0 request starting in August-September – Due by April 30 with Work Plan. 

Shoreland project movement of funds for Brown County Township project. 
 
Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Melanie Krueger to request a Work Plan Revision by the Policy Board for FY2024 
(2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
Motion by Melanie Krueger, second to Kay Gross approve the moving of funds from Wetland Restoration category to 
Shoreland Protections $35,011.50 and recommend to the Policy Board for FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed 
Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Hailey to approve the waiving of the 8 ft buffer and recommend to the Policy Board for 
the Brown County Township shoreland project/contracts (2). 
All yes, motion carried. 
 
BWSR FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program – Grant #46 

There have been a couple of CCRP batching periods with FSA.  Incentives can be approved until the start of their CRP 
contract, usually October 1 or later. 

 
CWF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43  
Work on sign placements with Nathan and Herman.  Report on meeting between Nathan, Herman and Kim Musser.  Working 
on the field sign updates and videos out on emails 
 
1W1P Le Sueur River Planning/Implementation – Haley Johnson 
Discussion on WBIF 2.0 work plan draft by staff.   First reconciliation for the grant was completed.  Called a Special Meeting 
to approve the 2.0 work plan. 
 
Blue Earth River Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant – Ashley Brenke, Nathan Carr 
Formal request from Blue Earth Watershed Group has been received by GBERBA Board.  Awaiting word if Fairmont would 
like to be included in Joint Powers Board.  If that formal request comes in, then GBERBA will need to update Joint Powers 
Agreement and By-Laws anticipated cost $1,000.  October 14 will be the deadline for Fairmont to decide to join GBERBA.  
Sixty day review ends with comments due September 26 with public hearing will be November 17. 
 
GBERBA Executive Board tabled decision on approving the Blue Earth Watershed Group request for GBERBA acting as the 
fiscal agent for the September Policy Board Meeting. 
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Coordinator Report: Kay Gross, Becky Buchholz 
 MN Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program  
Update on progress made in areas 5 and 6 – See Certification Specialist and Conservation Corps staff Reports. 
        
 Watonwan River Watershed - Implementation Grants 

WBIF(24) as of 9-19-2025, we have encumbered or paid for $451,806.44, with $605,185.74 remaining.  
Breakdown: Category Funding Allotted Remaining Encumbered  Paid 

   Administration $120,000  $68,663.03          $51,336.97 
BMPs  $911,479  $459,672.56 $162,898.74             $288,907.70 

   Tech/Eng. $20,000  $12,804.50               $7,195.50 
   Project Dev. $65,000  $53,211.65          $11,788.25  
   Planning/Asses. $10,000  $1,000.00 $1,047.50        $7,952.50 
   Education/Infor. $10,000  $9,834.00                $166.00 
    TOTAL $1,136,479            $605,185.74 $163,946.24      $367,347.02 
        (53%)                      (47%) 

 
 Le Sueur River Watershed Implementation Grant – Jill Sackett Eberhart 
Le Sueur staff meet regularly to update the budget request for the 2.0 WBIF request.  Policy/Advisory will be met in July and 
recommended the submission for the next round of funding. 
 
 Blue Earth Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant – Ashley Brenke, Nathan Carr, Jill Sackett Eberhart 
Next steps, formal request from Blue Earth Watershed Group, if Fairmont wants to participate as a Policy Board member, 
they will need to request Martin County or SWCD as a sponsor with request from them to join group.  If that formal request 
comes in, then GBERBA needs to vote to allow entry and update Joint Powers Agreement and By-Laws.  Ann Goering 
estimated $1,000 for the updating of Joint Powers Agreement and By-Laws. 
Blue Earth Technical Committee will be looking towards developing the Work Plan, Ranking Sheet, and Grant Policy. 
 
 CWF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43 
Herman, Nathan and WRC are working hard to get signs place for area producers. 
 
 BWSR – FY25 CRP State Incentive Grant Program – Watonwan Watershed (46) 
Potential second sign-up coming. There have been a couple of CCRP batching periods with FSA.  Incentives can be 
approved until the start of their CRP contract, usually October 1 or later. 
 

 
10:15 – Region Nine Development Commission     Lisa Callahan, Samuel Sharp 
                                                                                                                                    and Sabri Fair 
 
10:30 – PRAP Presentation for the Watonwan Watershed    Don Bajumpaa, BWSR  

PRAP Coordinator 
 
Staff Report: 
Area 6 Certification Specialist – Herman Bartsch – Written Report 
Area 5 Certification Specialist – Danielle Evers – Written Report 
Conservation Corp Member – Adriene Matthews -Written Report 
 
Agency Reports: 
BWSR – Jill Sackett Eberhart  
DNR – Katie Wigen – Not in Attendance 
MPCA - Paul Davis – In attendance – No report 
MSU-WRC – Kim Musser – Not in Attendance. 
 
The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:16 a.m. by Technical Committee Chair Dan Bartosh. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
Policy Board Meeting    Friday, September 19, 2025   1:00 p.m.  
Executive Board Meeting   Friday, October 17, 2025   1:00 p.m.  
Technical Committee Meeting   Wednesday, October 29, 2025   9:30 a.m. 


