Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance Technical Committee
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 — Cottonwood SWCD Meeting Room, Windom, MN
WebEx by Phone or Computer Connection

Present: Representing: Present: Representing:
Kay Gross Cottonwood County Dan Bartosh Jackson SWCD
Becky Buchholz Cottonwood SWCD Jarin Spence Brown SWCD
Melanie Krueger Brown SWCD Alison Kletscher Brown County
Ashley Brenke Martin SWCD Nathan Carr Faribault SWCD
Carrie Schultz Watonwan SWCD Jill Sackett Eberhart BWSR

Kim Musser MSU-WRC Paul Davis MPCA

Call to Order: GBERBA Technical Committee was called to order by Chair Dan Bartosh at 9:34 a.m.
Introductions

Agenda: Motion by Ashley Brenke, second by Melanie Krueger to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried, all yes.

Minutes: Motion by Kay Gross, second by Carrie Schultz to approve March 23, 2026, Technical Committee Meeting minutes.
Motion carried, all yes.

Website Compliance — ADA Compliance — Report
Watershed Stainless Steel Travel Mug - Discussion

INFORMATION ACTION:

GBERBA Final Payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-
0092)

Brown SWCD (WBIF-WW-24-08) Project Development — Staff — 47 hrs. Payment $2,782.06
Cottonwood SWCD (WBIF-WW-24-17) Project Development — Staff — 7 hrs. Payment $429.59

Motion by Carrie Schultz, second by Becky Buchholz to approve the GBERBA payments - FY2024 (2.0) BWSR WBIF-
Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant Agreement (C24-0092) Brown SWCD (WBIF-WW-24-08) Project Development
($2,782.06) and Cottonwood SWCD (WBIF-WW-24-17) Project Development ($429.59).

All yes, motion carried.

Review GBERBA Grant Balances and Financial Report

MN Ag Water Quality Certification Program
Work continues through Area 5 and 6. (See Reports)

CWEF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43
BWSR Reconciliation by BWSR Staff Completed
Grant Ends April 30, 2026 — Final invoices will be paid May 15

Watonwan Watershed

Watonwan Watershed Implementation Grant #45

Reconciliation completed!

Need your updated information as requested through Sharepoint by April 24!!
PRAP — Ongoing — Would like spreadsheet to Don by April 30

WBIF 3.0 Grant 47
Grant Policy and Grant Ranking Sheet (Approved by Policy Board)
Grant Agreement Signed and Work Plan Submitted — Awaiting Approval by BWSR

FY25 Conservation Reserve Program State Incentive Grant Program — Grant #46
Second CCRP batching period is open until May 1st.

Watonwan 1W1P Mid-Point Grant — Request for Interest
Will be waiting until FY27 for a Plan Renewal Amendment
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Blue Earth River Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant — Ashley Brenke and Nathan Carr

Motion by Becky Buchholz, second by Ashley Brenke to approve the Blue Earth River Watershed Policy and Budget and
recommend to the Executive Board for approval.

All yes, motion carried.

FY27 opens June 1 for submission of a Request for Funding, will have the Policy Board review the request May 15 and
approve for submission by the first part of June — final review by the Technical Committee in May. The Executive Board will
review the budget and policy at the April 24t meeting.

Le Sueur River Planning/Implementation — Jill Sackett Eberhart and Nathan Carr
Wrapping up grant 1.0 and have 2.0 in hand. Policy Advisory Committee meeting is on Friday 24". Waseca SWCD has a
new Financial Assistant.

Coordinator Report: Kay Gross and Becky Buchholz

¢ MN Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program

Continued work in both Area 5 and 6 by Danielle Evers, Herman Bartsch and Adriene Matthews. The Minnesota Department
of Agriculture (MDA) is now accepting applications for Climate Friendly Agricultural Practices (CFAP) incentive payments.

% Watonwan River Watershed - Implementation Grants
WBIF(2.0) as of 4-24-2026, we have encumbered or paid for $637,161.54, with $499,317.46 remaining.

Breakdown: Cateqgory Funding Allotted Remaining Encumbered Paid

Administration $120,000 $34,849.12 $85,150.88

BMPs $911,479 $421,356.25 $135,738.54 $354,384.21

Tech/Eng. $15,000 $1,974.82 $13,025.18

Project Dev. $65,000 $35,291.35 $29,708.65

Planning/Asses.$9,000 $0.00 $9,000.00

Education/Infor. $16,000 $5,845.92 $10,154.08
TOTAL $1,136,479 $499,317.46 $135,738.54 $501,423.00

(44%) (56%)

Grant reconciliation has been completed with Julie Krebs and Jill Sackett-Eberhart with a satisfactory outcome.

PRAP inquiry still moving forward with Sharepoint Goal Document being update by partners by 4-24. Becky is working to
provide the spreadsheet to Don Bajumpaa by April 30.

WBIF 3.0 Grant 47 grant agreement has been signed and work plan has been submitted and awaiting BWSR approval and
an executed grant agreement.

Plan Amendment discussion has been put on hold until late 2026 early 2027.

% Le Sueur River Planning/Implementation — (Previous Update)
Moving right along, the local implementation team (staff) meet monthly. Staff have been keeping a running grant policy for
the watershed. Policy/Advisory Committee (Commissioners and Supervisors) meet quarterly.

% Blue Earth River Watershed 1W1P Planning Grant — (Previous Update)

The Blue Earth River Technical Committee has completed the Policy and Budget for the WBIF 1.0 grant. This will be
brought to the Executive/Policy Board to be approved. Request for funding will need to be submitted through GBERBA and
the final Work Plan to obtain the executed grant agreement.

% CWEF Soil Health Implementation Grant #43
Herman, Nathan and Kim have been working on finishing up grant work. Grant expires April 30, 2026.

Grant reconciliation has been completed with Julie Krebs and Jill Sackett-Eberhart with a satisfactory outcome.

% BWSR - FY25 CRP State Incentive Grant Program — Watonwan Watershed (46)
2026 will be last year for this grant. Second CCRP batching period is open until May 1st.

Staff Report:
Area 6 Certification Specialist — Herman Bartsch — Written Report
Area 5 Certification Specialist — Danielle Evers — Written Report
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Agency Reports:

BWSR - Jill Sackett Eberhart — CWF application process closed and will be working on reviewing applications. Multipurpose
Drainage Mgmt will have a batching period ending May 27. RFP for water quality and storage grants may come out this year.
RCPP on the list, first come first service and watch unspent funding. BWSR is working on GAM updates for July 1st. Survey
will be coming on the use of BWSR workbooks in the next coming weeks.

DNR - Katie Wigen — Not in Attendance

MPCA - Paul Davis — Thanks to the staff who made the WRAPS meeting; Powerpoint has been sent out and questions may
be coming on the sources being delisted.

MSU-WRC — Kim Musser — Attended
The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:40 a.m. by Technical Committee Chair Dan Bartosh.

Upcoming Meetings

Technical Committee Meeting Wednesday, May 27, 2026 9:30 a.m.
Executive Board Meeting Friday, April 24, 2026 1:00 p.m.
Policy Board Meeting Friday, May 15, 2026 1:00 p.m.

Executive Board Meeting Friday, June 12, 2026 1:00 p.m.



